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From the Pastor….
GUNS! GUNS! GUNS!
KILLINGS! KILLINGS! KILLINGS!
It’s time to end our national love affair with guns. Since January
until now, we have witnessed 29-30 mass and individual killings
due to guns, many of them with automatic weapons. My question
is: Have we as a country become immune to these killings both
by youth, adults, and our police? We seem to have a fetish for
lethal weapons. Our fixation is all but complete. When right
becomes an acute threat to societal health and well-being, the
time would seem right for some re-evaluation.
The gun lobby promotes what Marilynne Robinson calls “A recipe
for a completely deranged society…[one where] we should all go
around capable of a lethal act at any moment.” Peter Marty then
comments, “And although legislators hold the power and bear the
responsibility for enacting laws to limit access to rapid-fire assault
rifles explicitly designed to hunt humans, not animals, many lack
the moral courage or conscience to do so.” (Peter Marty is a
pastor and editor of Christian Century.)

What do you think? I am open for discussion where we can listen
to one another and give our opinions individually or in a group
session.
Peace,
Pastor John

THIS MONTH….



Virtual
Reopening Task
Group mtg--Mon,
May 3, 6:30pm



Virtual Finance
Team mtg--Thu,
May 6, 6:30pm



Mother’s Day-Sun, May 9



Virtual Church
Council mtg-Mon, May 10,
6:30pm



Virtual Synod
Assembly
meeting--Fri, May
14 to Sat, May 15



Pentecost--Sun,
May 23



Holy Trinity--Sun,
May 30



Memorial Day-Mon, May 31

Statement from Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop

A pastoral word on the verdict of George Floyd's murder trial
The trial of Derek Chauvin, the former Minnesota police officer charged with the killing of
George Floyd, has riveted our national attention these past weeks, and now a verdict has
been reached. Together with people around the world, we have anticipated the jury’s decision
with troubled hearts. As members of the community of Jesus, we affirm that “if one member
suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26, NRSV).
No jury verdict can erase the pain of the Floyd family, and we share our condolences and
pray for ongoing comfort in their suffering and for all whose lives have been touched by this
tragedy. As people of the cross, we believe in the hope of the resurrection. Yet we cannot
rush to Easter Sunday without reflecting on the oppression of Good Friday.
The murder of George Floyd is one of the many examples of the ongoing abuse of police
authority. The extrajudicial killings of Brown and Black bodies must stop.
We recommit ourselves as a church to continue to fight against the sin of racism and to hold
accountable unjust systems and structures that perpetuate injustices, including our own. In
the words of Martin Luther King Jr: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” The work of confronting these injustices is
long overdue.
Let us together in our congregations and communities discern how we are being called in this
moment to live out our baptismal promise to serve all people and strive for justice and peace.
For further discussion, you can read the following sections from ELCA social statements and
policy:
The Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries
Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture
Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Message from the Treasurer
“Generosity is God’s way of teaching us to unclench our fists.
God intends us to move through life with open hands.
What are you holding on to?”

M. E. Stortz
Daily Grace
March 26, 2021

Several places in the bible reminds us of how we are to conduct our lives. Our
parents taught us to share what we have with others. If you read Romans 12:9-13,
Paul tells us what is expected of Christians. He tells the community that they should
“Pay your taxes, pay your bills, respect your leaders.” He also lists all the “don’ts”
ending with the fact that the entire message is about love.
Stewardship and hospitality are extensions of our faith. Our feelings about the role
money and possessions play in our lives are connected to what we were taught by
our parents, partners and friends. What is the connection between our resources and
our relationship with God? Do I have a better insight to current needs of our
community? I have to ask myself what I’m holding on to and begin to unclench my
fists.
I am again humbled by this congregation’s willingness to give with open hands. You
came through - and as of March 31, 2021, the Current & Loose giving was $1,938
over budget for the month. Child Care Tuition was over budget for the month by
$132. Total childcare expenses were $566 over budget this month because March is
a three-payroll month. Our total expenses are $1,682 under budget. We ended the
month with a deficit of ($1,180), which is an improvement of 41%. We are not out of
the woods yet, but I know that God is with us in this venture and is inviting us to use
our gifts – time, talent, treasure and spiritual gifts to serve others.
Thank you, again for your willingness to “unclench” your fists and “move through life
with open hands.”

Cathy Sell, Treasurer
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Life Teams

Parish Life
Hospitality, Care Teams, Fellowship

Community Life
Outreach, Service, Evangelism

Spiritual Life
Faith Formation, Bible Study, Worship

Easter Egg Hunt
It was a beautiful day for our rescheduled Easter egg hunt! Pastor John said a prayer
before the kids headed out to look for their eggs. We read the story of how they found
Jesus tomb empty and learned he was alive, He is Risen! As a symbol of the empty
tomb, each kid had an empty egg to find which they turned in for a sand art cross craft
to remind them of what Jesus did for us which is the greatest gift of all. Then the kids
participated in an egg and spoon race which was a lot of fun too. Thank you Pastor
John and Cathy for giving the kids a yummy chocolate egg treat. Thank you Betsy for
helping put this together. It was great seeing everyone and so much fun!
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Life Teams

Spiritual Life
Faith Formation, Bible Study, Worship

Sunday School
Last month in Sunday school
we learned how Mary
anointed Jesus' feet to show
her love and to honor
Jesus. Then they traced
their feet and inside they
wrote how they can show
their love to Jesus. Some
ways they thought of were by
praying, singing, dancing,
drawing, reading the Bible,
and hugging/kissing family.

On Palm Sunday the kids traced their hands to make their own palm leaves and we
read about Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey. We also talked about Holy Week
and the different emotions we feel reading about it, happy and sad to hear the story
about Jesus dying. We were reminded that this is not the end of the story.
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Miscellaneous news

Christ Community Lutheran Church is in
desperate need for substitute teachers for the
Childcare kids ages 2-7. It is an “as needed”
paid position to fill in for sick days and
vacation days for our Childcare teachers. The
requirements for being a substitute teacher
are to have some experience with young folks
(Moms, Dads, Grandmas, and Grandpas qualify as experienced) and be able to pass
a criminal background check. Please contact the Childcare Director at 920-469-3178 if
you would be interested.
Please pass this information on to anyone you think might be interested, like high
school and college students, family and friends. This is not a huge commitment and it
could be fun!

MASK OR NO MASK
I wear a mask to protect you. You wear a mask to protect me.
That’s how it works, and it’s simple. Without your mask, you
are telling me and everyone around you that you don’t care
about others.
ANNUAL SYNOD ASSEMBLY MEETING
The annual Synod Assembly
meeting will be held virtually on
Friday May 14 and Saturday May
15. Pastor John, Mary Hammer,
and Kerry Burdick will be the
representatives attending virtually
for CCLC.
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2021
NAME

START OF TERM

END OF TERM

Mary Hammer, President

January 2018

January 2021

Bob Simpson, Vice-President

January 2020

January 2023

Paula Dupont, Secretary

January 2021

January 2024

Cathy Sell, Treasurer

January 2020

January 2023

Gary Duquaine

January 2019

January 2022

Del Whitmire

January 2019

January 2022

Doris Burdick

January 2020

January 2023

Kelly Delwiche

January 2019

January 2022

Betsy Ferrebee

January 2020

January 2023

Luann Simila

January 2019

January 2022

Prayer Chain
CCLC has a Prayer Chain and we are trying to update it. If you would like to
be on the Prayer Chain that is notified when a prayer request is made, please
sign up on the sheets located in the fellowship area and indicate how you
would like to be contacted: text, email or phone call. If you would like to make
a prayer request please call or text Mary Hammer at 920-360-7987. If texting, please
identify yourself in the text. If you are making the prayer request on behalf of someone
else, please get permission from that person to proceed.
If you are unable to sign up at church you can call or email Mary Hammer,
mjhammer@aol.com to get on the list.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10a: Livestream & 10:30a:-1p:Pastor
Recording of
John office hours
Worship Service
6:30p:Virtual
Reopening mtg

9 Mother’s

10

17

7

8

14

15

Virtual Synod
Assembly

Virtual Synod
Assembly

21

22

10:30a:-1p:Pastor
John office hours
6:30p: Virtual
Finance mtg

11

12

Day
10:30a:-1p:Pastor
10a: Livestream & John office hours
Recording of
Worship Service 6:30p:Virtual
Council mtg

16

6

13
10:30a:-1p:Pastor
John office hours

18

19

10a: Livestream & 10:30a:-1p:Pastor
Recording of
John office hours
Worship Service

20
10:30a:-1p:Pastor
John office hours

23Pentecost 24

25

26

27

28

29

10a: Livestream & Pastor John gone
Recording of
May 24-30.
Worship Service
June newsletter
articles due

Pastor John gone
May 24-30.

Pastor John gone
May 24-30.

Pastor John gone
May 24-30.

Pastor John gone
May 24-30.

Pastor John gone
May 24-30.

30Holy

31Memorial

Trinity
Day
10a: Livestream &
Recording of
Office Closed
Worship Service
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